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As we go to press, negotiators for 
the Bituminous Coal Operators’ Asso- 
ciation and the United Mine Workers 
have reached a tentative agreement. 
The agreement awaits ratification hy 
the union. The following article was 
written before the settlement was 
reached. — 


Instead of the CONSERVATIVE motto: 

"A FAIR DAY'S WAGES FOR A FAIR DAY'S 

WORK!"" the workers ought to inscribe 

on their banner the REVOLUTIONARY 

watchword: "ABOLITION OF THE WAGES 

SYSTEM!" 

--Karl Marx 
‘Nove 13-~120,000 coal miners organized 
in the United Mine Workers (UM) are 
out on strike. These miners produce 70% 
of the soft coal mined in the U.S. 
Since coal is a basic fuel for such 
important industries as steel and pub- 
lic utilities, the strike is receiving 
a lot of publicity as a possible 
source for a new "energy crisis" and as 
a deepening factor in the recessionary 
failure of the U.S. economy. For pre- 
cisely these reasons the UMW and the 
coal companies are doing their best to 
reach an early settlement and thus min- 
imize the effects of the strike on the 
economy. We can rest assured that like 
all unions the UMW will take little 
real interest in the miners' needs, 
seeking only to gain enough to build up 
their lagging image as tough fighters 
for the workers’ interests. 

Both Guy Farmer, chief negotiator for 
the Bituminous Coal Operators* Associ=— 
ation, and Arnold Miller, UM "reform" 
president, are saying one day that they 
are getting closer to an agreement and 


‘the next day that things are going no- 


wheres Joining the two top-talkers in 
this on:again off again optimism is 
the U.S. government mediator W.J. Usery. 
As the mines were shut down, the cap- 
italist press had already begun its 
campaign to use the miners as a scape- 
goat for economic problems in the near 
future. The steel companies are re- 
ported to have enough coal stockpiled 
to keep the mills open 28 days. If the 
UMW strike lasts longer than that 


The liberation of the workers 


can only be the deed of the 
working class itself. 


massive layoffs will hit the steel in- 
dustry (in fact some layoffs have be- 
gun already). However, what the capi- 
talist papers aren't saying is that 
these layoffs were coming anyway. Des- 
pite Ford's folksy advice about "watch- 
ing our money grow" (in our WIN gar- 
dens, no doubt), the economy is crumb- 
ling. The auto industry which stands as 
a bastion of the American economy has 
recently witnessed massive layoffs and 
plant closures. This is bound to have 
its effect on the steel industry, for 
as auto production cuts back (due to 
the inability to successfully market 
cars, for a number of reasons) this 
will result in a cutback on steel or- 
ders. And the crisis in auto is symp- 
tomatic of the economy as a whole. In 
order to maintain their profits (and 
that's why they're in business) the 
capitalists will be forced to carry 
out more and more layoffs. Not only in 
auto and steel, but everywhere. 
However, the capitalists don't want 
to blame layoffs on the fact that 
their world economic system is based 
on profit and commodity exchange, and 
hence breeds a saturation of the world 
market and a consequent struggle for 
trade hegemony through tariffs, import 
cutbacks and, most importantly, pro- 
ductivity increases through speedup, 
wage cuts (real if not nominal) and 
layoffs. Instead they'll blame it on 
the "greedy" miners who went on strike 
and foreed the steel companies (and 
consequently companies dependent on 
steel) to institute broad layoffs (that 
they were going to make ANYWAY). And 
don't think that Arnold Miller is go- 
ing to stop them. While Miller hobnobs 
with the company bigwigs in the Hay- 
Adams Hotel in Washington, he can make 
"tough" statements like"we won't be 
bludgeoned into accepting a contract 


‘that's inadequate", but you can bet 
your next payeheck (for what it's 
worth) that when the economy slumps a 
little more, old Arnold will be right 
out there with George Meany and the 
rest of the con-men for American capi- 
tal calling on the miners to get out 
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for the old-"red, white and blue". 


_ THE "ISSUES" 


And just what is it that the "mili- 
tant" union leadership has ordered the 
miners out on strike for? According to 
UM) vice-president, Mike Trbovich, the 


negotiations have bogged down around 


there and sweat out higher productivity ~ 


, 
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economic issues. The two most important 
being the straight wage increase and 
the cost-of-living escalator. It is the 
fact that.these two points (considering 
the positions of the union and the com= 
panies) are the main cause of the stale 
mate which would mke the strike a 
joke if it weren't for the fact that 
the miners are real human-beings, not 
lifeless statistics. First on the much- 
touted cost-of-living escalator clause 
company offer: 1 cent per hour for ev- 
ery 0.5% increase in the cost of liv- 
ing index; union demand? 1 cent for ev- 
ery 0.3% increase. The difference 
here is so minimal it's hard to be- 
lieve the two sides are fighting about 
it. Neither the union demand nor the 
companies’ offer will come anywhere 
near’ keeping up with the rampaging in- 
flation we have witnessed in the recent 
period and which (despite certain op- 
timistic economists' predictions) has 
no end in sight. 


Equally absurd (if not moreso) is the _ 
union-company disagreement over a basic ._ 


wage hike. The company says 14% over 3 
years, while the union says 16%. What - 
this difference boils down to in dol- 

lars and cents is about 1 dollar a day. 
This underlines the pathetic situation 


that the UMW places the miners in with 
this strikey considering the fact that 


the miners will be receiving little if 
any strike benefits, if the strike 
lasts more than 3 weeks (and a 2 week 
strike has been already guaranteed due 
to the UM contract ratification pro- 
cess) that dollar a day "gain" will 
have been completely wiped out by the 
miners’ loss of pay during the strike. 
In fact the miners will be LOSING money 
every day the strike continues after 3 
weeks o 

Thus, the truly anti-working class 
nature of this strike is revealed. The 
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Gains of 


Contrary to what the bourgeois socialists of the Com- 
munist Party: and the Maoist and Trotskyist sects pro- 
claim, the real gains of the Russian Revolution do not lie 
in the planned, statified economy of the Soviet Union, ei- 
ther today or in the 1930's. Rather they are to be found 
in the lessons which can be drawn from the experience of 
the revolution and which can then be used by the working 
class today in our struggle against capitalism. What then 
are the real gains of the Russian Revolution? 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM IS AN INTERNATIONAL 
STRUGGLE AND MUST BE CARRIED OUT ON A WORLD SCALE. The 
Russian Revolution could not solve the problems of social- 
ist development in Russia. Capitalism is a world system 
based on the law of value and commodity exchange. While 
certain inroads can be made on the law of value in those 
sectors where the working class holds power and has be- 
gun to socialize production, capitalism and the law of 
value can only be abolished when the worsing class holds 
power worldwide. Thus, it was the failure of the revolu- 
tion to spread internationally that spelled defeat for 
the Russian (and the world) working class. 

THE WORKING CLASS CAN NOT TAKE OVER THE CAPITALIST 
ECONOMY, BUT MUST DESTROY IT. Capitalist economic rela- 
tions, wage-labor, market economy, law of value, divi- 

sion between mental and physical labor, can only enslave 
the working class. They can not help in its emaneipation. 

These economic relations do not wither away, but must be 
destroyed by the working class and replaced with social- 
ist production relations. The Bolsheviks were not clear 
on this question, and thus had a tendency to confuse na- 
tionalization with socialization. This confusion has been 
played upon by the Trotskyists, Maoists and Stalinists to 
defend their counter-revolutionary view that nationalized 
property equals proletarian economy (deformed or other- 
wise). On the contrary, nationalization is the antithesis 
of socialization and is simply the tendency for capitalism 
in its decadent. phase, state capitalism. 

NO PARTY CAN SUBSTITUTE ITSELF FOR THE WORKING CLASS, 

_ The Bolsheviks attempted to do this. They thought that they 
could "represent" the working class just as the Social- 
Democratic parties had represented the workers in parlia- 
ments in the previous century. From the beginning of the 
revolution the Bolsheviks more and more substituted them- 

selves for the working class. By taking on governmental 
and economic tasks which belonged in the hands of the mass 
organisations of the class as a whole, the soviets or 
workers’ councils, the Bolsheviks proceeded to alienate 
themselves from the working class until finally they stood 
with capital against the workers during the Petrograd strik 
strikes of early 1921 and the Kronstadt revolt which occur- 
red as a response to those strikes by sailors in the Baltic 
fleet. In setting themselves up as a dictatorship over the 
proletariat in 1921, they dealt the crushing blow to the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia. It is not by 
chance that revolutionary opponents of Bolshevik bureaucra- 
tization and the pro-capitalist New Economic Policy of 1921 
placed in the forefront of their struggle the slogan "The 
liberation of the workers can only be the deed of the work- 
ing class itself". 

THE WORKING CLASS STANDS ALONE, BUT IT MUST STAND UNITED, 
The Bolshevik leadership of the Russian Revolution failed 
to understand these two points. On the first point they 
compromised with both the peasantry and the urban middle 
classes. Thus, their land policy was simply a peasant pol- 
icy of "land to the peasants", that is, a capitalist poli- 
cy of private property in the land. While this brought the 
peasants to a position of support to the revolution, this 
support lasted only so long as the Bolsheviks catered to 
the desires of the peasants. When the Bolsheviks turned 
against the peasantry under War Communism and began grain 
expropriations to feed the starving workers in the cities 
and the Red Army, the peasants turned on the revolution 
and tried to starve it out. By diluting the soviets with 
masses of peasants and urban middle class elements, the 
Bolsheviks contributed to weakening the soviets and faci- 
litated the introduction of capitalist ideology into the 
workers’ midst. Non-proletarian strata must be given no 
share in the exercise of political power under the dictat- 
orship of the working class (as a class) over the rest of 
society. Individuals from those strata should only be al- 
lowed a role in the workers’ councils when they have been 
fully integrated into the socialized productive process, 
that is, when they become proletarians. Until that time, 
they will serve as a transmission balt for the ideas of 
the old regime, and the seeds of capitalism will always 
exist so long as these non-proletarian strata remain un- 
integrated, both physically and ideologically. While the 
Bolsheviks knew that the working class was an internation-° 
al class, and that the Russian Revolution was only the 
opening salvo of, the. world proletarian revolution, .their 
nationalities policy flew in: the. face>of their-interna-. 
tionalist perspective. In 1918 they signed the Brest-Li- | 
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Russian Revolution | 


~ tovsk Treaty with Germany which helped to aiseeaten the 


terrain of the revolution. The advocacy of the capi 
slogan of self-determination of nations served eapiyapast 


the working class along national lines, not unify it as 
they had hoped it would. Today our class must understand 
that the workers" revolution is global or doomed to fail- 


ures It is not a question of separate revolutions in dif- 
ferent countries developing a myriad of independent 
workers* republics which will then unite insome sort of 
federation, but a single, integral global revolution 
against capital. Production is a global phenomenon. Our 
class is a global class. Our revolution will have to be a 
global revolution. 

Armed with this understanding, these REAL gains of the 
Russian Revolution, the wold working class will be’ suc- 
cessful where our forebears failed in the revolutionary 
upsurge of 1917-1921: the revolutionary destruction of 
capital and the creation of a classless society of freely 
associated producers, communism in the true sense of the 
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Appeal io Our Readers 


The deepening of the worldwide crisis ‘of capital- 

ism brings with it the widening and deepening of ‘9S 
working class struggle in response to the deter- » © © 
ioration of workers' living standards around the 
world. This in turn makes greater demands on rev- 
'olutionary communist workers to expand our publi- 
‘cations so as to better combat the propaganda of 

the various capitalist newspapers, be it from 

the large daily legitimate press or from the ny- 

riad of right and left wing capitalist sects who 

try to confuse and mystify the working class and 

deter it from its historic mission: the destruc- 

tion of capitalism and the wage-labor system and 
the building of socialism. Thus, we see as an ur--. 
gent necessity the expansion of WORKERS' TRUTH 

from an 8 page to a 12 page monthly paper. How- 

ever, our funds are extremely limited, and print- 

ing costs are high and getting _higher every day. 
Therefore we must ask you, our “readers, to send 
whatever you can to help us out. If you feel 

that WORKERS* TRUTH is a revolutionary workers' 

paper, and if you feel as we do the urgent nec- 

essity for expanding revolutionary intervention 

into the struggles of our class, then please 

send us a contribution, however small or large ' 
it may be. Everything will be appreciated. Make Otns 
chetks payable to Revolutionary Workers Group, 9D 
WORKERS' TRUTH or Cash and mail to RWG, PO Box 

60161, 1723 W. Devon, Chicago, IL 60660 

_ For our work, Comrades! 
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same promises on non-economic issues 
(grievances, safety measures, etc.) 
will be made with the same results as 
always: a big fat zero. The economic 
"gains" will amount to a real loss in 
pay for the miners. In the end, the 
strike will have served ohne purpose 
and one purpose only: IT WILL HAVE PRO- 
VIDED THE BOSSES WITH A SCAPEGOAT AND 
A PROPAGANDA TOOL FOR BLAMING A SEC- 
TION OF THE WORKING CLASS FOR THE FUR- 
THER ECONOMIC PROBLEMS THAT THE COUN- 
TRY FACES, and in so doing siphon off 
the militant energy of the miners. 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

But let's dig a little deeper. Let's 
go beyond the immediate effects of this 
particular strike and take a look at 
the basic realities of collective bar- 
gaininge What exactly are these con- 
tract negotiations that are going on? 
What is the reasoning behind any labor- 
management contract? When you get 
through all the clauses and legal gob- 


_ bledygook it boils down to an agreement 


between the company bosses and the un- 
ion bosses (sometimes with the help of 
the government bosses) about how much 
of OUR labor time should be spent to 
support the owners of the company (be 
they private individuals/stockholders 
or the government). What right do they 
have to our support? What have they 
done to deserve a share in what WE pro- 
duce? Did they provide the mines and 
factories? Not at all. The mines were 
dug and developed by workers, not 
stockholders. The factories were built 
and operated by workers, not. govertiment 
bureaucratse We produce the wealth of 
society and we alone should decide how. 
it is distributed. 

It is true that in the nineteenth 
century capitalists played a neces- 
sary role. Entrpreneurial skills were 
useful in the development of industry 
and trade. The capitalists and their 
system were necessary for the develop-~ 
ment of a world economic system united 
through the mechanism of the world mar- 
ket. However, those days are long gone. 
Today the capitalists exist as para- 
sites who do no socially useful work 
and live high off our labor while we 
are forced to scrape and struggle to 
make ends meet. Their system has been 
transformed from the vibrant progres- 
sive system of economic development 
that it was in the nineteenth century 
into a tottering agency of chaos and 


_ decay breeding inflation, corruption, 


unemployment (while factories stand 
idle), famine (in the face of surplus 
foodstuffs being burned, dumped in oc- 
eans or otherwise destroyed and fields 
lying fallow), and most of all, its on- 
ly means of stabilizing the economic 
chaos it creates: war. 

This is what stands behind negotia- 
tions. The maintenance of the working 
class in its present state of servi- 
tude. Producing to maintain the para- 
sitic existence of the capitalists and 
their system. Thus the unions no less 
than the management cabals stand con- 
demned as agents of this system. As 
long as we follow their lead, letting 
them dicker over our labor, wasting our 
time voting in useless elections, we 
will have nowhere to go but down, Our 
only way out is to end our condition as 
wage-slaves and constitute ourselves as 


free producers organizing production 


and distribution through our own demo- 
cratically elected and maintained work- 


- ers' councils, not through Congress and 


not through the unions. 
GOOD AND BAD UNION LEADERS? 

There have been many who have said 
for years that the role played by the 
unions as pillars of defense for capi, 
tal is simply the result of bad bur- 
eaucratic leadership,.men like Tony 
Boyle, the murdering ex-president of 


the UMV. They maintained that if only 
good, honest, sincere rank-and-filers 
were elected to lead the unions things 
would be different. Well, the Arnold 
Miller "reform leadership" of the UMW 
based on the Miners For Democracy (MFD 
caucus should put an end to such non- 
sense once and for all. The MFD and 
Miller were rank-and-file miners who 
got elected to the leadership of the 
UMV (with a little help from the U.S. 
Labor Dept.) two years ago. The most 
militant miners supported Miller see- 
ing him as “one of their own" who was 
bucking the Boyle machine. But Miller 
has proven himself perfectly capable 
of filling Boyle's shoes. Sure, Mil- 
ler doesn't resort to murder, but he 
gets the job done just the same: keep= 
ing the miners in line. It*s Miller's 
"reform" leadership which is consort- 
ing with the coal operators in Wash- 
ington today and it was the same re- 
form leadership which joined with the 
operators last year to crush wildcat 
strikes in the mines. Yes, Arnold Mil- 
ler may be slicker than Tony Boyle, 
but he's shown that he stands on the 
same side of the class line as Boyle 
and the operators: the side of capital 
against the working class. 

Even so, it's not Miller's psychol- 
ogy that makes him a bureaucrat, but 
the role of unions themselves. Unions 
were developed in the 19th century as 
a means for workers to achieve better 
wages and working conditions within 


. the context of an expanding world 


capitalism. They existed simply as 
bargainers on the wage-labor market. 
Along with reformist political parties 
and producers’ co-operatives they rep- 
resented an integral and necessary 
part of capitalist industrial develop- 


ment at a time when the working class 
and the social conditions which gave 


birth to it had not yet matured to the 
point where that class could take pow- 
er for itself. However, with the out- 
break.of World War I and the passage 
of capitalism into decadence, its 
transformation into a system which 
could expand only to feed off itself 
and breed one catastrophe after ano- 
ther, there was no more possibility 
for far-reaching permanent reform. The 
only way forward was for the working 
class to demolish the capitalist sys- 
tem and replace it with a system based 
on the co-operation of freely associat- 
ed producers, socialism. 

Since the unions had become integral 
factors in capitalism, unable to exist 
without the existence of the commodity 
they dealt with, wage-labor, they had 
to be demolished ALONG WITH CAPITALISM 
by the force of the working class rev- 
olution. Hopes of reforming the unions 
are as utopian as hoping to reform Con- 
gress or any other capitalist institu- 
tion, as has been demonstrated amply 
in the last 60 years. It is because 
the unions themselves are organizers 
for capital within the working class 


‘ that even "rank and file" leadership 


leads INEVITABLY to the same fundamen- 
tal results as leadership by a gangster 
like Tony Boyle. Zhe miners must learn 
that its not a particular leadership, 

but the union itself that defeats them. 
They must learn that their only hope is 
for a united REVOLUTIONARY struggle of 


all workers, not only in the U.S., but. 


internationally, against all aspects of 
capitalism. 
THE LEFT JOINS. IN 

Despite their crocodile tears and 
claims of “solidarity with the miners" 
the left sects and parties (Communist 
Party, Maoists, Trotskyists) stand not 
with the miners but in reality stand 
on the same ground as the coal operat- 
ors, the unions and the government, the 
ground of capitalism. However, for the 
left, it.is a particular kind of capi- 


- for workers’ class struggles. 


' organize unorganized miners. We, of 


_ (see the wildeats in the mines and in 


talism: state capitalism, where workers 
sell themselves not to individual com- 
panies but to the state. It is a soci- 
ety where the workingman stands just as 
oppressed as he does today. It is a 
society where the same contradictions 
of capitalist economy come to the sur- 
face: inflation, unemployment, declin- 
ing economic growth (see the Russian 
and Eastern European economies, for 
example). It is a society where the un- 
ions do not have to fake at defending 
workers’ interests, but come out open- 
ly as whip-cracking,slave-driving in- 
creasers of productivity. Bear in 

mind that it is the guns and bayonets 
of the capitalist state, the same guns 
and bayonets that have béen used to 
massacre militant workers, that will 

be carrying out the leftist demands 

for nationalization when capital finds 
it necessary. 

The bulk of the leftist groups are 
simply going along with Miller as an 
expression of that left bureaucratic 
trend in the unions which they want so- 
badly to penetrate. However, some left- 
ists see fit to put on an oppositional 
face in order to better channel back 
into the union structure those workers 
who want to break with Miller. Two such 
groups are the Trotskyist Spartacist 
League and Revolutionary Socialist 
League. 

The Spartacist League (SL) claims to 
be for a class struggle opposition to 
Miller. They are however nothing of the 
sort. The Spartacist League says that 
workers should fight to defend their 
"right" to strike. But workers have no 
right to strike as can be seen by what 
happens to real worker-initiated 
strikes, wildcats. They are inexorably 
crushed by the cops, the army and THE 
UNIONS. Only the unions have the right 
to strike and they use that right as a 
means for using workers as pressure in 
their wheeling and dealing with other 
factions of capital. What the SL real- 
ly defends is the right of the unions . 
to use the working class as cannon 
fodder for the UNION'S interests, not . 
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Likewise the SL calls on the UMW to 


course, understand that workers must be 
organized. But workers can not struggle 
when they are organized into alien 
class institutions, which is precisely 
what the unions are. They are policemen 
for the capitalists within our ranks. 
It is their job to-snuff out any sign 
of autonomous working class struggle 


auto last year, for example). This is 
not the kind of organization we need. 
We need organization for struggle, not 
negotiatione We need autonomous workers* 
councils. Such councils would be demo- 
eratically elected with delegates sub- 
ject.to immediate recall by the general 
assemblies of workers that elected them. 
They would be organizations that exist 
solely for the duration of the struggle 
(until we have succeeded in destroying 
the class rule of capital worldwide ~ 
when they will become the organizers of 
production and distribution). For out- 
side of the full revolutionary struggle 
against capital they will degenerate ~ 
into parallel union formations and 
end up as bureaucratic reformist cari- 
catures of what they once were, This is 
the kind of organization that we need, 
not organization into unions which have 
done nothing for us, but have served 
our bosses as agents in our midst. But 
wouldn't unorganized, atomized workers 
be better off in uninns, some may ask? - 
Not really. Since the turn of the cen- 
tury the percentage of the gross na- | 
tional product that has gone to wages — 
and salaries has remained the same} Con=- 
sidering the fact that today that in-  _ 
coatinued next page 3 
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cludes tens of thousands of bureau- 
erats, salesmen, advertisers and other 
middle class layers who were nonexistent 
in 1900, the working class is actually 
ee aivine much less of the far’ greater 


amount of value that we are producing 
today. In fact, union construction 


workers in New York actually have worse 
contracts than some non-union workers: 
What this boils down to is that with 
the crisis-ridden capitalist economy 
unable to grant any workers any real 
lasting gains, the growth of the CIO 
notwithstanding, the effect of the un- 
ions on workers‘ overall living stan- 
dards has been negligible. The real 
organizing role of the unions (the CIO 
of the thirties and forties included) 
has been to organize us for productiv- 
ity increases and layoffs and to serve 
the capitalists' war efforts as patri- 
otic mobilizers of the working class. 
The SL praises the fact that the UMW 
and the CIO came out of the massive 
social struggles of the thirties. What 
they fail to point out -- and this is 
true to their capitalist nature -- is 
that’ the main result of the channeling 
of workers' struggles into the CIO was 
to deter them from a fundamental REVO- 
LUTIONARY struggle against capital and 
to prepare them for layoffs, speedups 
and WAR. 

The last major aspect of the SL's 
opposition to Miller is on the question 
of nationalization. It seems that: last 
winter Miller and the UMW called for 
nationalizing the energy monopolies. 
Since then they have dropped this de- 
mands The SL thinks that they should 
"resurrect" it and tack on the rider 
that the government should not pay the 
owners of the companies. What would 
change if this happened? Most mines the 
world over are in the hands of national 
states (Chile, Bolivia, Peru, England, 
- Russia, etc.). Those workers are no 
' better off than workers in American 


mines. They still slave for the Al- 


mighty King Profit. But it is a good 
tactic for capital to identify social- 
ism with nationalization so as to con- 
fuse the working class and weaken its 
struggle. The demand for nationaliza- 
tion along with the rest of its “oppo- 
sitional" program mark the Spartacist 
League no’ less than the UMV as mys-= 
tifiers of capital seeking to channel 
the workers' struggles into a struggle 
for state capitalism, a struggle 
against our own class interests. 
Nor are the “oppositionists" of 

the Revolutionary Socialist League 
(RSL) any better than those of the 
Spartacist variety. The RSL openly 
proclaims the capitalist lie that a 
miners’ strike and not cutbacks nec- 
essitated by the glutted world mar- 
ket, will cause layoffs ("A vague 
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sympathy with the miners will pale in 
importance compared to rising utility 
rates and strike-caused layoffs for 
more backward workers''--IORCH, Nov. 
1974, pe 8). They, like the SL, iden- 
tify the workers’ "right't to strike 
with a defense of the UMV's right to 
use the miners as capitalist cannon 
fodder in the negotiattional in- 
trigues. They see workers carrying 
out sympathy strikes with the miners 
on the basis of a "tyou scratch my back 
and I'll scratch yours" basis(‘Other 
energy workers should carry out sym- 
pathy strikes which would strengthen 
the miners. The oil workers contract 
expires in January. They need the 
strength of the miners even more than 
the miners need their aid'--TORCH, 
Nov. 1974, p. 8) Strikes based on 
such a sectional consciousness would 
serve only to DEEPEN sectional divi- 
sions within the working class, not 
OVERCOME them. Thus, the RSL, too, 
places. itself on the side of main= 
taining the working class as an ec- 
onomic category in capitalism, as a 
class-in-itself, seeking only to 
struggle around the utopian perspec- 
tive of bettering its lot in a de- 
caying society where nothing can get 
better. That side is the side of cap- 
italism, the side of anti-working class, 
counter-revolutionary policies which 
can only lead to STATE CAPITALISM AND 
DEFEAT FOR THE WORKING CLASS. 
MINERS AND CLASS STRUGGLE 

Although we oppose the UM strike as 
an attempt to use the miners to further 
the aims of capital, this does not 
mean that we are opposed to militant 
‘autonomous class struggle on the part 
of the miners. However, in order to 
achieve ANYTHING such a struggle must 
achieve EVERYTHING. The miners do not 
stand alone. They are part of an inter- 
national working class, a class which 
faces the same fundamental problems 
and has the,same fundamental needs the 
world ovar. It is a class which has 
only one way out of the present deadend 
of capitalist crisis: united revolu- 
tionary class action against all as- 
pects of capital, from top to bottom: 
the state, unions, wage-labor, commodi- 
ty exchange, the world market, the di- 
vision between mental and physical la- 
bor. In place of this society must rise 
a society based on mutual co-operation 
of all producers. Sure, this sounds 
like a tall order, but the attempts to 
get anything done short of this are 
chronicled in the working class de~ 
feats of the last 50-odd years and can 
be measured in the working class dead 
on the battlefields and in the bombed 
cities of two world wars and a host of 
smaller ones. 
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The "flower blooming in the desert" 
is fast beginning to wilt. On Novem- . 
ber 10 thé' ES8raeli government deval- 
ued .the pound by 43 percent and thus 
carried out an effective price incr- 
-ease of 17 percent across the board. 
This was not met with cheers and en- 
thusiasm by the Israeli working 
class. The predominantly working 
class district Hatikvah (which iron- 
ically means "The Hope") in Tel Aviv 
was up in arms over the price in- 
creases. Riots broke out there and 
have swept across Israel. ; 

What. the pound devaluation and 
price increases mean for Israeli 
workers is that their cost of living 
has gone up 65 percent and just over a 
year. It should be remembered that 
‘these increases come hard on the heels 
of tax increases to pay for the Yom 
Kippur War which amounted to 
Kippur War. Israeli premier Yitzchak 
Rabin has said that the current deval- 
uation and attack on Israeli workers' 
living standards is only the beginning. 
Further and harsher austerity measures 
are planned for the future. 

Along with the devaluation of the 
pound the Israeli government has step-= 
ped up its trade war with other na- 
tions, as like all countries in the 
world it is forced to scramble like a 
stray dog for the all to saturated i 
markets of world capitalism. In an at- 
tempt to do battle with Israel's spir-.. 
alling balance of payments deficit, 
the government banned imports for six 
months on "luxury" items like automo- 
biles, washing machines, beer and 
chewing gum (no doubt if washing cloth- 
es by hand was good enough for the 
women of the times of the Bible, it's 
good enough for the modern day Israeli 


workingwoman in the eyes of Rabin and 
vhe Knesset 


or has isting i in the streets” and sd 38 


If the last 60 years have shown us 
anything, they have shown us that we 
must act together, as an international 
class, and that we can rely on no lead- 
ership cliques or cults to carry out 
our tasks for us. For they will only 
set themselves up as our new masters, 
changing a few minor things here and 
there, but keeping the same essential 
nature of this rotten system hobbling 
along until it finally bursts through 
its own contradictions and sends the 
world plunging to the depths of bar- 
barism, No, we can not rely on self- 
proclaimed leaders, be they politi- 
cians, union bureaucrats or leftist 
sects. We can only rely on ourselves. 
Our struggle. For our interests. 
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the sight of housewives sweeping 
through grocery stores trying to by 
up food at pre-devaluation prices 

_ been the only result of the govern- 
ments actions. Wildcat strikes have 

_ spread throughout the country. The 
Israeli trade union federation, the 
Histadrut is an integral part of the 
Israeli capitalist class (in fact 
there's a good chance that some of 
those stores. women were storming were 
Histadrut-owned stores) and stands as 
a bastion of the Rabin coalition. A 
major spokesman for the Histadrut at- 
tempted to address a meeting of dock 
workers in order to explain how the 
hew austerity measures were really for 
their own good. The meeting erupted 
into a brawl between Histadrut sup- 
porters and those workers who had 
had enough of the Histadrut's double- 
talking defense of attacks on their 
living standards. 

The capitalist press here in the 
U.S. is attempting to portray the 
Israeli austerity measures as a re- 
sult. of Israel's garrison state ex- 
istence surrounded by hostile Arab 
countries. They are attempting to con- 
vey the impression that we are lucky 
to live here in the United States 
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"private" capitalism. We're still ex- 


ploited, tied to our machine and forced 
to produce more while getting less. ! 
By basing their program on the con- 
tinued exploitation of the working 
class (since the basis of capitalist 
exploitation is wage-labor, the "slid- 
ing scale of wages and hours" should 
by rights be called the sliding scale 


of exploitation) these capitalist: wol- 


ves in "revolutionary" clothing seek 
at the most only to change the names of 
our exploiters and the surface forms 
of our exploitation. They seek to use 
our energy only to make minor changes 
in the system, to perfect the means of 
our exploitation and in some cases to 
give us a few crumbs to keep us in our 
place. The reactionary content of the 
"leadership" which these groups offer 
us (and which would be suicidal for us 
to accept) is summed up in the follow- 
ing statement from the February 1974 
issue of the TORCH, paper of the Trot- 
skyist Revolutionary Socialist League: 
"Today a revolutionary struggle is 
required to wrest meaningful conces- 
sions from the bosses. In general the 
capitalists must fear that they will 
lose everything before they will 
give anything important," 
One would get the impression from this 


we have bad capitalists rather than 


rule: wage-labor, ,the market, the div- 
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where such measures are not necessary<' 
However, we workers shouldn't "count 
our btessings" hefore they're hatched, ~ 
so to speak. What;s going én in Israel 
today, austerity in the name of trade 
war. and preparation for open shooting 
war are also in store for us if the 
capitalists remain in power. 

The only reason that we have not yet 
witnessed the sweeping measures that. 
have been carried out in Israel is be- 
cause the capitalist class here in the 
United States has been able so far to 
on the whole deflect the major effects 
of the current capital crisis-onto 
other countries like Israel. However, 
“as more and more countries around the 


’ world "go under" as Israel is doing 


today, the chickens will finally come 
home:to roost and you can bet that they 


_won't be laying. golden eggs. 


Austerity and attacks on workers' liv- 
ing standards are a worldwide phenome- 
non. They can only be dealt with on a 
world scale. Our struggle for a decent 
living standard is the same struggle as 
that of the Israeli workers. It is the 
same struggle as that of Russian, Ital- 
ian, Portuguese, Chilean and English 
workers and workers all over the world. 
So long as the present economic system 


continues to rule the world wé-will. “ 
face more and more vicious attacks on - _ 
our standards of living as the capital- , 
ists are forced by the demands of ‘their _ 
own system to cutback on production and - 
on our living and working conditions in 
order to defend their profits against 
the capitalists of other countries. 

The workers of Hatikvah are today 
rioting in the streets. As yet they have 
not understood the nature of the at- 
tacks on'‘them by the Israeli government. 
But they will come to that understand- 
ing as will workers throughout the 
world, and when they do they will have 
understood that for them Hatikvah (the 
Hope) lies not with their rulers, but 
with the workers of the world. We are 
one class. We have one enemy although 
it speaks many different languages. 

That enemy is capital and the wage-lab- 
or system. As long as we are wage-lab-- 
orers, we will continue to be down- 
trodden and plunged into depression 
and ware Once we have taken our destiny 
into our own hands and wiped capital 
from the face of the earth, we will be 
able to live full human lives. 

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE: 

ANACHNU HATIKVAH SHELANUS. 

WE ARE OUR. HOPE: 


good ones. The fact of the matter is, 

as we said above, such concessions are 
impossible for a decayed and tottering 
capitalism to grant. But the most per- 


nicious element of the RSL statement 


-is their plan for directing the revolu- 
‘tionary energy of the working class in 
. struggle. 


A revolutionary struggle is required 
for one thing and one thing only: revo- 
lution. A revolution that will do away 
with the rule of the capitalists inter~- 
nationally. A revolution that will do 
away with the -economic ‘bases of that _ 


ision between mental and manual labor, | 
the law of value. A revolution destroy-. 
ing capital and its state and other 
institutions and bringing about the 
international rule of all working peo- 
ple, organized independently of the 
so-called "leaders" of the left parties 
and sects and running society through 
our own democratically run workers’ 
councils. To use that struggle for any- 
thing else, to divert it into a pres- 
sure for concessions for a little "bet- 
ter" rate of exploitation (higher wage) 
is to act as the most brazen and des-=- 
picable agent of the system that op- 
presses us and to attempt to use us as 


. pawns in the maintenance of our ex- 
a * ploitation. 
that no concessions are granted because ‘ 


To be continued 
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The Russian Tragedy 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a reg- 
ular feature of WORKERS' TRUTH. Each 
month we reprint for the benefit of 
our readers part or all of a particu- 
lar speech, article or document from 
the vast and rich heritage of the rev- 
olutionary Marxist movement. In this 
issue we reprint "The Russian Tragedy" 
by Rosa Luxemburg. "The Russian Trage-— 
dy" first appeared in issue number 11 
of SPARTACUS in September 1918. In this 
article Luxemburg analyses the conse- 
quences of the Brest-Litovsk treaty 
signed by the Bolsheviks and Germany in 
March of that year. Luxemburg demon- 
Strates how, try as they might, the 
Bolsheviks could not escape the war. 
The task for revolutionaries in that 
situation was, as the Left Communist 


Since the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, 
the Russian Revolution has entered 


into a very difficult phase. The pol- 


icy which has guided the Bolsheviks! 
actions is obvious: peace at any price 
in order to gain a respite, during 
which they can expand and consolidate 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in 
Russia, and realize as many socialist 
reforms as possible. They plan in this 
way to await the outbreak’of the inter~ 
national proletarian revolution and at 


the same time to expedite it by the Rus- 


sian example. Since the utter war-wear~ 
iness of the Russian masses and the si- 
multaneous military disorganization be- 


queathed by Tsarism appeared in any case 


to. make the continuation of the war a 
futile shedding of Russian blood, there 
was no other way out but to conclude 
peace as quickly as possible. This is 
how Lenin and his comrades assessed the 
situation. 

Their decision was dictated by two 


revolutionary viewpoints: by the unshak- 


able faith in the European revolution 
of the proletariat as the sole way out 
and the inevitable consequence of the 
world war, and by their equally unshak- 


able resolve to defend by any means pos- 


sible the power they had gained in Rus- 


sia, in order to use it for the most en- 


ergetic and radical changes. 


And yet these calculations largely ov- 
erlooked the most crucial factor, namely 


German militarism, to which Russia sur- 


rendered unconditionally through the sep- 
arate peace. The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 
was in reality nothing but the capitula- 
tion of the revolutionary Russian prole- 


tariat to German militarism. Admittedly 
Lenin and his friends deluded neither 


themselves nor others about the facts. 


They candidly admitted their capitula- 


tion. Unfortunately, they did deceive 


Be 


K 


hoping to purchase a gen- 
at the price of this cap- 
o enable them to save them- 
the hellfire of the world 
of a separate peace. Thay 
§ into account the fact that 
ation of Russia at Brest- 

st an enormous strengthen- ~ 
perialist Pan-German pol- 
a lessening of. the chances 


* for a revolutionary rising in Germany. 


faction of the Bolshevik Party main- 
tained, to wage war against the army 
of German imperialism, that is, to 

turn the imperialist war into a civil 
war of ‘the world proletariat against 
the world bourgeoisie. The Russo-German 
alliance which Luxemburg correctly saw 
would spell the end of the proletarian 


.Tevolution in Russia, failed to mater- 


ialize. Instead, the German working 
class rose in rebellion in November 

1918 only to be crushed by those so-cal-~ 
led "leaders of socialism" the German 
Social-Democracy in January 1919. The 
much=feared alliance did materialize 

on a small scale, however, when in 

1921 the Bolsheviks agreed to provide 
Russian-made weapons for the German 


tion would bring about not the end of 
the war against Germany, but merely the 
beginning of a new chapter in this 
War o 
In fact the "peace" of Brest=Litovsk 
is an illusion. Not for a moment was 
there peace between Russia and Germany. 
War has continued since Brest-Litovsk 
up to the present time, but the war is 
a unique one, waged only by one side: 
systematic German advance and tacit 
Bolshevik retreat, step by step. Occu- 
pation of the Ukraine, Finland, Lith- 
uania, Estonia, the Crimea, the Cauca- 
sus, larger and larger tracts of south- 
ern Russia. -- this is the result of the 
"stata of peace" since Brest-Litovsk. 
And this has meant a number of things. 
In the first place, the strangulation 
of the revolution and the victory of 
the counter-revolution in the revolu- 
tionary strongholds of Russia. For Fin- 
land, the Baltic provinces, the Uk- 
raine, the Caucasus, the Black Sea re- 
gion -- this is all Russia, namely the 
terrain of the Russian Revolution, no 
matter what the empty, petit-bourgeois 
phrase-mongers may babble about the 
"right of national self-determination". 
Secondly, this means the isolation of 
the Great Russian part of the revolu- 
tionary terrain from the grain-growing 
and coal-mining regions and from the 
sources of iron-ore and naphtha, that 
is, from the most important and vital 
economic resources of the revolution. 
Thirdly, the encouragement and stren- 
gthening of all counter-revolutionary 
elements within Russia, thus enabling 
them to offer the strongest resistance 
to the Bolsheviks and their measures. 


Fourthly, Germany will play the role . 


of arbiter in Russia's political and . 
economic relations with all of its own 


- provinces: Finland, Lithuania, the Uk- 


raine and the Caucasus, as well as with 
her neighbors, for example Rumania. 

The overall result of this unrestrict 
ed and unlimited German power over Rus- 
sia was naturally an enormous streng- 
thening of German imperialism both in- 
ternally and externally, and thereby of 

course a heightening of the white-hot 
resistance and war-readiness of the En- 
tente powers, i.e.,' prolongation and 


army in exchange for military train- 
ing of the "Red Army" by German offi- 
CerSe 

In attacking Trotsky's alleged state-~ 
ment that occupation by Germany would 
be better than occupation by Japan, 
Luxemburg makes the same error as Trot- 
sky by maintaining that German occupa- 
tion would be worse. In fact, neither 
is the "lesser evil". The victory of 
any national capitalist class is equal- 
ly against the interest of the WORLD 
working class. The occupation of Russia 
in 1918 by Germany OR Japan in both _ 


» @ases would have been a blow to the 


INTERNATIONAL workers revolution of 
which the Russian revolution was only 
the first spark. st on 
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Nor did they seé that this capitula- 


intensification of the world war. And 
indeed there is more: Russia's defence- 
less, as revealed by the progressive 
German occupation, 

lessness, as revealed by the progres- 
sive German occupation, must naturally 
tempt the Entente and Japan to insti- 
gate a counter-action on Russian ter- 
ritory in order to combat Germany's... rp 
huge predominance and at the same time’. 
to satisfy their imperialist appetites | 
at the expense of the defenceless col- 
ossus. Now the north and east of Eur- 
opean Russia, as well as the whole of 
Siberia, are cut off, and the Bolshe- 
viks are isolated from their last 
sources of essential supplies. 

The end result of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk is thus to encircle, 
starve out and strangle the Russiam [-. 
Revolution from all sides. isilis 

But also within the country, in the 
terrain that the Germans did leave -to 
the Bolsheviks, the power and the pol- 
icies of the revolution were forced in- 
to difficult straits. The assassination 
of Mirbach and Eichhorn are a tangible 
response to the reign of terror of Ger- 
man imperialism in Russia. Social Dem- 
ocracy, to be sure, has always rejected 
terror as an individual act, but only 


because it considered the mass struggle 


to be the more effective method, not + 
because it preferred to tolerate passi- 
vely reactionary despotism. It is of 
course only one of the W.T.B.'s(Wolff's 

Telegraphic Bureau's) many falsifica- 

tions that says the Left-wing So- 
cial Revolutionaries carried out 
these assassinations at the insti- 
gation or on the orders of the En- 
tente. These assassinations were in- 
tended either as a signal for a mass 
uprising against German rule or they 
were only impulsive acts of revenge 
born of despair and hatred of the 
bloody German rule. However, whatever 
their intention, they gravely endan- 
gered the cause of the revolution in 
Russia by creating divisions within 
the hitherto ruling socialist groups. 
They drove a wedge between the Bol= 
sheviks and the Left-wing Social-Rev- 


| olutionaries; indeed, they created an 


abyss and a mortal enmity between the 
two wings of the revolutionary army. 


Admittedly the social differences -- 
the antithesis between the property- 
owning peasantry and the peasant-pro- 
letariat and others -- would sooner or 
later have created a split between the 
Bolsheviks and the Left-wing Social 
Revolutionaries. Until the Mirbach as- 
sassination, however, events did not 
appear to have progressed.so far. In 
any case, it is a fact that the Left- 
-wing Social Revolutionaries lent their 

support to the Bolsheviks. The October 
Revolution that brought the Bolsheviks 
to the helm, the breaking up of the 
Constituent Assembly, the Bolsheviks’ 
reforms until now, would have hardly 
been possible without the co-operation 
of the Left-wing Social Revolutionaries. 
Only Brest-Litovsk and its after-ef- 
fects drove the wedge between the two 
wings. Now German imperialism appears 
as the arbiter between the Bolsheviks 
and their\revolutionary allies of yes- 
terday, just as it is the arbiter) of 
their (the Bolsheviks') relations with 
the Russian border provinces and with 
their neighboring states. Because of 
this, it is clear that the basis upon 
Which their rule rests has been signi- 
ficantly diminished. Probably this in- 
ternal falling-out and division of the 
heterogeneous elements of the revolu- 
tion was inevitable, just as it is in- 
evitable in the progressive radicali- 
zation of every developing revolution. 

Now, however, a controversy over the 

brutal German military dictatorship 

has in fact entered into the Russian 

Revolution. German imperialism is the 

thorn in the flesh of the Russian 

Revolution. 

Yet this is not the full extent of 
the’ dangers! The iron circle of the 
world war, which. seemed to have been 
broken in the east, is once again re- 


lentlessly encompassing the whole world: 


the Entente is. advancing with Czech 
and Japanese troops from the north and 
east as a natural, inevitable conse- 

_ quence of Germany's offensive from 
the west and south. The flames of the 
world war are leaping across Russian 
soil and at any moment may engulf the 
Russian Revolution. To withdraw from 
the world war -= even at the price of 
the greatest sacrifices -- is something 
which, in the final analysis, it is 
simply impossible for Russia to do. 

- And now the most terrible prospect 
looms ahead of the Bolsheviks, the fi- 
nal stage of their path of thorns -- 
an alliance between the Bolsheviks 
and ‘Germany! This, to be sure, would 
forge ‘the final link in that disastrous 
chain which the world war has hung 
around the neck of the Russian Revolu- 
tion: first retreat, then capitulation 
and finally alliance with German imper- 
ialism. In this way the Russian Revo-~ 
lution would be dragged by the world 
war, from which it sought to withdraw 
at any price, over to the opposite 
camp -- from the side of the Entente 
while under the Tsar to the German 
side under the Bolsheviks. 

It is to the everlasting credit of 
the Russian revolutionary proletariat 
that its first gesture following the 
outbreak of the revolution was a re- 
fusal to continue to fight as levies 
of Franco-English imperialism. In view 
of the international situation, how- 
ever, to render military service to 
German imperialism is even worse. 

Trotsky is supposed°to have said that 
if Russia had to choose between Japan- 
ese and German occupation, she would 
choose the latter, since Germany was . 
far more ripe for revolution than Ja= 
pan. The agonizing aspect of this 
speculation is obvious. For Japan is 
hot Germany's only opponent; so, too, 
are England and France, and of these 
mo one is able to say whether or not 
their internal situations are more fa-. 
vorable than'Germany*s to’the prole- 


tarian revolution. 

Trotsky's reasoning is completely 
wrong, however, since the prospects and 
possibilities of a revolution in Ger- 
many are dimmed each time German mili- 
tarism is Strengthened or gains a vic- 
tory. 

But then other considerations, quite 
different from these apparently real- 
istic ones, must be taken into account. 
An alliance between the Bolsheviks and 
German imperialism would be the most 
terrible moral blow that could be de- 
livered against international social- 
ism. Russia was the one last corner 
where -revolutionary socialism, purity 
of principle and ideals, still held 
swaye It was a place to which all sin- 
cere socialist elements in Germany and 
Europe could look in order to find re- 
lief from the disgust they felt at the 
practice of the West European labor 
movement, in order to arm themselves 
with the courage to persevere and with 
faith in pure actions and sacred words. 
The grotesque "coupling" of Lenin and 
Hindenburg would extinguish the source 
of moral light in the east. It is ob- 
vious that the German rulers are hold- 
ing a gun to the Soviet government's 
head and are exploiting its desperate 
situation in order to force this mon- 
strous alliance upon it. But we hope 
that Lenin and his friends do not sur« 
render at any price and that they an- 
swer this unreasonable demand with a 
categorical ;: "This far but no further’" 

A socialist revolution supported by 
German bayonets, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat under the patronage of 
German imperialism -- this would be the 
most monstrous event that we could hope 
to witness. And what is more, it would 
be pure utopianism. Quite apart from 
the fact that the moral prestige of 
the Bolsheviks would be destroyed in 
the country, they would lose all free- 
dom of movement and independence even 
in domestic policy, and within a very 
short ime would disappear from the 
scene altogether. Any child can see 
that Germany is only waiting for an op- 
portunity of combining with a Miliukov, 
a Hetman or God knows what other ob- 
scure gentlemen and political dabblers, 
to put an end to the Bolshevik splen- 
dor. They await merely an opportunity 
for casting Lenin and comrades (as they 
cast the Ukrainians, the Lybinskys and 
the rest) in the role of Trojan horse, 
a role which, when played out, means 
suicide for the actors. 

If this were to happen, all the sac- 
rifices until now, including the great 
sacrifice of Brest-Litovsk, would have 
been totally in vain, for the price of 
the sacrifices would ultimately be mor- 
al bankruptcy. Any political destruc- 
tion of the Bolsheviks in an honest 
struggle against the overwhelming for- 
ces and hostile pressures of the his- 
torical situation would be preferable 
to this moral destruction. 

The Bolsheviks have certainly made a 
number of mistakes in their policies 
and are perhaps still making them -- 
but where is the revolution in which 
no mistakes have been made’ The no- 
tion of a revolutionary policy without 
mistakes, and moreover, in a totally 
unprecedented situation, is so absurd 
that it is worthy only of a German 
schoolmaster. If the so-called leaders 
of German socialism lose their so-cal- 
led heads in such an unusual situation 
as a vote in the Reichstag, and if _ 
their hearts sink into their boots 
and they forget all the socialism 
they ever learned in situations in 
which the abe of socialism clearly 
pointed the way -- could one. expect 
a party caught up in a truly thorny 
situation, in which it would show the 


‘world new Monee sy not to make mis- 
_ takes? 


The awkward Position that -the Bol- 


sheviks are in today, however, is, to- 
gether with most of their mistakes, a 
consequence ofthe basic insolubility 
of the problem posed to them by the in- 
ternational, above all the German, 
proletariat. To carry out the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat and the social- 
ist revolution in a single country sur- 
rounded by reactionary imperialist rule 
and in the fury of the bloodiest world 
war in human history -- that is squar- 
ing the circle. Any socialist party 
would have to fail in this task and _ 
perish -- whether or not it made self- 
renunciation:the guiding star of its 
policies. 

We would like to see the spineless 
jellyfish, the moaners, the Axelrods, 
Dans, Grigoryanz or whatever their 
names are, who, mouths frothing, sing 
their plaintive song against the Bol- 
sheviks in foreign lands. And -- just 
looks -- they have found a sympathetic 
ear in such heroes as Stroebel, Bern- 
stein and Kautsky; we would like to 
see these Germans in the Bolsheviks’ 
place! All their superior understanding 
would rapidly exhaust itself in an al- 
liance with the Miliukovs in domestic 


policy and with the Entente in foreign - 


policy; to this would be added a con- 
scious renunciation of all socialist 
reforms, or even of any move in this 
direction, in domestic policy -- all 
this due to the conscious eunuch wis- 
dom that says Russia is an agricultur- 
al country and Russian capitalism is 
not adequately cooked. 

Such is the false logic of the oleae 
tive situation: any socialist party 
that came to power in Russia today must 
pursue the wrong tactics so long as— 
it, as a part of the international 
proletarian army, is left in the lurch 
by the main body of, this army. 

The blame for the Bolsheviks‘ fail- 
ures is borne in the final analysis by 
the international proletariat and 
above all by the unprecedented and per 
sistent baseness of German Social De- 
mocracy. This party which in peace- 
time pretended to march at the head of. 
the world proletariat, which presumed 
to advise and lead the whole world, 
which in its own country counted at 
least ten million supporters of both 
sexes -- this is the party which has 
nailed socialism to the cross twenty- 
four hours a day for the past four 
years at the bidding of the ruling 
class like venal mercenaries of the 
Middle Ages. 

The news now arriving from Russia 
about the situation of the Bolsheviks 
is a moving appeal to what vestiges of 
honor remain in the masses of German 
workers and soldiers. They have cold- 
bloodedly left the Russian Revolution 
to be torn to pieces, encircled and 
starved out. Let them now intervene, 
even at the eleventh hcur, to save the 
revolution from the most terrible fate 
fate: from moral suicide, from an al- 
liance with German imperialism. 

There is only one solution to the 
tragedy in which Russia is caught up: 
an uprising at the rear of German inm- 
perialism, the German mass rising, 
which can signal the international 
revolution to put an end to this gen- 
ocide. At this fateful moment, pre- 
serving the honor of the Russian Rev- 
olution is identical with vindicating 
that of the German proletariat and of 
international socialism. 


eeeln the final reckoning the inter- 
national revolution--and it alone--is 
our salvationeecee 

Before us we have a very real pros- 
pect which we must accept, because it 
is the only prospect, the only one in 
the sense of possibility and necessity 
--the prospect of war against interna- 
tional, capital,) which: wild: bearutthedas 
character of a\civil war with this 
capital.... --N. Bukharin, 1918 
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FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


The world we live in is a world 
where people are divided into classes - 
according to their role in production. 

' @ The two major classes in society are ~ 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 
on the other hand, receive only meag- 
er wages for: the sale of their labor 
power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done bythe 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
thé workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

. In order. to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 

B techniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ployment, labor-saving machinery. - 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It jis just another 
attack on the working class. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is que to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in oraer to get ahead 
of the capitalists in other countries. 
The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 
by the workers on an international cO- 
operative basis. 

To do this, it is of no use electing 


people to Congress or as President. The 


Layoffs and the Left 


It is not simply the electoral ap-~ 
proach of the left that makes their 
unemployment program a tool of the 
capitalists. It goes far deeper than 
that. The fundamental content of all 
the left programs is reformist. They 
are attempts to patch up a system that 
is beyond patching up. The fact that 
they attempt to reform decaying capi- 
talism places them on the other side 
of the class line from the working 
class. Capitalism is the system which 
lives and breathes only through our 
continued existence as wage-workers. 
In the nineteenth century when capital- 
ism was expanding across the globe, it 
was possible to realize real wage and 
working condition gains as the system 
incorporated non-capitalist sectors 
into the world market. Today, and ever 
since the first world war, such gains 
are impossible. True, certain sections 
of the working class can.achieve tem- 
porary amelioration of their condition, 
but such ameliorations are few, fleet- 
ing and far between, and, more impor- 
tantly, are made at the expense of the 
class as a whole. Thus, the reforms 
put forward by the left are hopelessly 
utopian and struggles around them can 
only lead to the sapping of the mili-~ 
tant energy of the working class as it 
wastes time fighting for the impossible 
dream of a capitalism which functions 
in everyone's interests. 

However, it is not just the utopian 


igovernment is nothing more than-the 


‘executive committee of the ruling class.. 


'It is the owners of the big corpora- 

, tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers' councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
‘workers after the revolutionary over- 

_ throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 

cracy surrounding Congress is just | 

“a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 

real democracy, proletarian democracy,. 
“the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government, we 
-want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
istruggle, the working class develops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
‘necessary for carrying out its task of 


~. destroying the capitalist social order 


and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against. all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, united fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, cen- 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 
‘the struggles of their class. The pur- 
‘pose of this intervention is not to — 
set themselves up as "leaders'', but to. 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
‘and centralized, it is not ''democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial "iron discipline’. 
On the contrary, its centralization 
- comes from the living ideological link 


Part 
nature of the left's reforms which 


makes them reactionary and anti-work- 
ing class. Since the reforms put for- - 


' ward by the left, from the Communist 


Party to the "extreme" left Trotskyist 
sects, are all based on the continua#’. 


tion of the wage-labor system in some 


form or another, they are all essential- 
ly pro-capitalist. For it is the wage-™ 
labor system as the expression of the 
capitalist law of value which lies at 
the root of the problems engendered by 
the current economic crisis, such as 
inflation and layoffs. 

Let us take the most "radical" of the 
left approaches, that of the Trotsky- 
ists and their "transitional program". 
The Trotskyists say, "demand a sliding 
scale of wages and hours". However, 
where does this leave us? If the capi- 
talists could grant it at this time of 
heightened national rivalry, we would 
simply be working a little less for a 
little more to produce the means of de- 
stroying ourselves as cannon fodder in’ 
the world war which the various nation- 
al capital blocs from-the Soviet Union 
to the United States would inevitably 
foist upon us.in order to "resolve" 
their rivalries. 

However, the fact is that the capital- 
ists can not"grant" such a sliding- 
scale internationally (or even nation- 
ally) even if they wanted to. This does 
not mean that they won't head for war. 
What it means is that those of us work- 


of its cadre. “It-is not a party of © 
"leaders" and "masses", with the "rank 
and file following "the line; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
munist.workers, whose fundamental id-- 


~ eological and programmatic agreement. 


enables them.to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of © 
the fullest democracy. However, it is’ 
notenough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is a 
‘world system. Even so-called ''Commun- 
‘ist"' Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 

a successful worldwide struggle —~ 


‘against capitalism, the workers' strug 


gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the devel opment 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, -organ-_ 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party.- 

However; the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutim 
in Western Europe, and the Russian —- 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 


‘gle in a backward country, lost power 


as the Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the Bolsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in'1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of ' 
1871, as a beacon for workers ie 
out the world. 
Under capitalism we workers are noth 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM} 


Two 7 a. ee 


ing will be working more and getting 
paid less, while the number of layoffs — 
increases. 

The Trotskyists, however, are not 
stupid. They know very well that the 
"sliding scale'"' is a utopian reform. 
That's what makes it transitional! You 
see, we butt our heads against a brick 
wall, fighting for this sliding scale, 


and when we realize that it's impossible — 


to achieve, the Trotskyists come along 
and say that they knew it.all along, 
which is supposed to make us think that 
they are very smart and ask them for a 
new demand. Now we are told that if 
the bosses say that they can't pay us 
a sliding scale then they should "open 
the books". And if a company opens its 
books and shows that it can't pay us 
and make a profit, then we should fight 
to have the company nationalized (be- 
cause no doubt the Trotskyists think . 
that the government with the help of 
its auxiliary organs, the unions, can 
pay the sliding scale and still make a 
profit). Now we all know what this na- 
tionalization means. The government 
takes over the business and we can be 
pleased to find ourselves in the same 
boat as postal workers, British rail- 
waymen, Chilean miners and the entire 
working class of Russia, Eastern Europe 
and China, etc. 

Needless to say, this state capital~ 


ism is no more of a way out for us than 
continued on page 5 


